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TOWN OF ROCKY HILL 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF JUNE 16, 2014 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairwoman Nadine Bell called the June 16, 2014 Public Safety Committee meeting to order at 

6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of Rocky Hill Town Hall, 761 Old Main Street, Rocky Hill, 

CT. 

 

Those in attendance:  Councilor Guy Drapeau.  Also present:  Barbara Gilbert (Director of Public 

Safety/Town Manager), Deputy Chief Bill Keehner (RHPD), Chief Mike Garrahy (RHFD), Fire 

Marshal Rich Renstrom, Assistant Chief Dave Kromas (RHFD),  Chief Joe Grayeb (RHVAA), 

Deputy Chief Vivian Grayeb (RHVAA), Dave Drury (Hartford Courant), Various Councilors 

and Various Residents of R.H. 

 

Those absent:  Councilor Bill MacDonald and Chief Mike Custer (RHPD).   

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES & WORKING NOTES 

 

Councilor Guy Drapeau made a motion to approve the Minutes and Working Notes of the 

May 19, 2014 meeting of the Public Safety Committee.  The motion was seconded by 

Chairwoman Nadine Bell and adopted by those present.  (Councilor Bill MacDonald was 

absent.) 

 

III. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

Chairwoman Nadine Bell asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to speak at this 

time.  Christa Mariner, 58 Farms Village Road, R.H., asked Chairwoman Nadine Bell if her 

Mother could pass out correspondence to them and she said sure.  Christa Mariner said thank 

you.   

 

Christa Mariner read aloud and in full the correspondence that was just passed out to everyone 

with regards to a speed limit for Elm Street Extension.  (Please see the attachment.)  

Chairwoman Nadine Bell thanked Christa Mariner very much.  Chairwoman Nadine Bell said 

that this is something that perhaps can be put on a Public Safety Committee agenda in the future.   

 

Town Manager Barbara Gilbert said she is the Legal Traffic Authority in Town.  A speed limit 

can be posted by the Legal Traffic Authority.  They usually have the Engineering Department do 

an analysis when there is a request however.  She said that she typically has very few requests 

for posted speed limits.  She mentioned that she can have Jim Sollmi (Director of Public Works) 

give her an analysis and a posted speed limit can be established between him, Chief Mike Custer 

and Deputy Chief Bill Keehner.  Town Manager Barbara Gilbert said she could then designate 

this and post it.  The State has to be notified when a speed limit is posted but the State typically 
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doesn’t agree.  The speed limit is established by the Board in private neighborhoods (i.e. 

condominiums, etc.) and it isn’t established by the Town because those are private roads.  The 

Town doesn’t have jurisdiction over the size of those roads or over the speed on those.    

 

Chairwoman Nadine Bell said that perhaps they could ask for the RHPD to report back to them 

at this Committee’s next meeting after this has been discussed and after appropriate action has 

been taken.  Deputy Chief Bill Keehner referred to what Town Manager Barbara Gilbert had 

stated and he also referred to the rules of the State of Connecticut in the manual on Uniform 

Traffic Control Devices.  Deputy Chief Bill Keehner said the speed limit must be established 

through an engineering study.  He said that the RHPD will be more than happy to work in 

concert with the Engineering Department but any recommendation would have to come through 

them.  The RHPD is the enforcement end of this.  Town Manager Barbara Gilbert said that Jim 

Sollmi was on vacation so she said that she would be discussing this with Steve Sopelak (Project 

Engineer) in the morning.  Chairwoman Nadine Bell said thank you very much. 

 

Chairwoman Nadine Bell asked if anyone else from the public wished to speak at this time.  Tom 

Cardini, 10 Dogwood Court, R.H., told them that he doesn’t know any of them personally.  He 

said that he was “piggybacking” off of the comments that had just been made.  He lives at the 

Ridge At Elm.  He is one of fifty-eight homeowners there.  His next door neighbor’s house 

caught on fire in March of 2012 so he told them that some of them probably know the residents 

there.  The First Responders did a great job for them.  He had surgery before the day that this had 

happened.  He was at home in bed when he heard his neighbor screaming.  He got out of bed, 

went to the door and he saw his neighbor running across the street.  He said when he got over to 

the house, it was on fire and there was nothing that they could do at that point.  The RHFD, the 

RHPD and the RHVAA were there within a short period of time, as well as the major news 

stations.  One of the problems was that the fire hydrants didn’t have enough water pressure.  The 

fire hoses had to be run all the way down the street to Dunkin Donuts.  It was a very windy day 

and his house was also close to catching on fire.  He wanted to publically thank the First 

Responders because he said that they had done a great job.   

 

Tom Cardini said he was also present this evening because they were fighting for their safety and 

welfare again where he lives.  He referred to what Christa Mariner had said about a proposed 

business building being denied and now that is under an appeal.  Tom Cardini said that the road 

that leads up to where he lives had been a dirt driveway.  He believes that it was in 1941that the 

first home had been built on Elm Street Extension and there was another home built in 1950.  He 

knows this because his wife’s grandparents’ lived there and his wife was raised on that road.  

That road was never designed to handle the amount of traffic it currently does.  Another 

thousand trips are being proposed on top of this.  He said the residents are in a fight for their 

wellbeing.  He believes that one of his neighbors had gone to the RHPD about one week ago.  

They are trying to find out if there is a record of the number of calls that come up their way for 

the RHPD, RHFD and RHVAA.  They thought this information would be helpful for the meeting 

that there is going to be on Wednesday.  He said they have been somewhat “stonewalled” and 

they can’t find this information.  He told them that he would really appreciate it if this is 

something that they could help him with.  One of his neighbors has been very ill.  He mentioned 

also that this community is an age restricted one.  They have been there for ten years so he said 

the residents have gotten older and there are health problems that go along with that.  He knows 



Public Safety Committee                                                                                                  Page 3 

Meeting of June 16, 2014 

that the ambulance has been to one of his neighbor’s homes four times within the last week to 

week and a half.   

 

Tom Cardini said if the building is constructed on Elm Street Extension then it is going to make 

the residents hostage to what they are considering doing.  He said this is a public safety issue to 

him because this would be affecting his life and his wife’s, as well as all of the people who he 

lives with.  He told them that he thought that he would come to speak to them and he would 

appreciate any help that they could give.  He thanked them.  Chairwoman Nadine Bell thanked 

Tom Cardini very much for his comments.   

 

Chairwoman Nadine Bell asked if anyone else from the public wished to speak.  No one else 

from the public wished to. 

 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Update – 60 West Street 

 

Deputy Chief Bill Keehner said there really wasn’t anything to report for the month of May with 

regards to 60 West Street.  There were no calls for services at that address.  There are eighteen 

residents currently there who are under the direction of the Department of Corrections and there 

are approximately thirty-two residents there who are associated with the Department of Mental 

Health.  Chairwoman Nadine Bell said thank you. 

 

V. DEPARTMENTAL UPDATES 

 

A. Fire 

 

Chief Mike Garrahy said the RHFD had responded to 39 incidents in May and the year-to-date 

total is 216.  There were 360 training hours that were recorded and the year-to-date total is 1,979.  

There were 128 administrative hours that were recorded and the year-to-date total is 666.  No 

firefighter injuries were reported and the year-to-date total is 0.  They have 65 active members 

with 69 total members on the rolls.  Two members left the RHFD in May.   

 

Chief Mike Garrahy said the Fire Marshal’s Office has been very busy again.  Twenty-eight plan 

reviews were done last month and the year-to-date total is 115.  The Fire Marshal’s Office year-

to-date total for in-service training is 26 hours.  Thirty-three administrative hours were recorded 

and the year-to-date total is 200.  There was 1 complaint answered in May and the year-to-date 

total is 7.  There were 2 investigations in May and the year-to-date total is 11.   

 

Chief Mike Garrahy said two portable radios were sent out for service and one was found out as 

being unrepairable.  Six new pagers were received and programmed.  Five pagers from their 

inventory went out for service and three of these have been returned so far.   

 

Chief Mike Garrahy said the RHFD had an eight hour billable fire watch that was conducted 

with Wethersfield’s Fire Department at the Wethersfield Cove. 
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Chief Mike Garrahy said he had one other issue that he wanted to bring up and he asked if he 

should wait until “Other” on this meeting’s agenda or he asked if he should bring that up at this 

point.  Chairwoman Nadine Bell told Chief Mike Garrahy for the meeting to be opened up to 

questions at this point and then they would come back to that issue.  Chief Mike Garrahy said 

okay. 

 

Chairwoman Nadine Bell told Chief Mike Garrahy that the report he had provided for the 

Committee was great and she found it to be very helpful.  Chairwoman Nadine Bell said she was 

wondering if exit interviews are done for resignations.  Chief Mike Garrahy said they aren’t.  

Chairwoman Nadine Bell said this might be something that they should consider doing and Chief 

Mike Garrahy said they can certainly do this.  Chairwoman Nadine Bell said great.   

 

Chairwoman Nadine Bell said she had been looking through the financials and there is a 

category for hydrant services that has $60,000 in it.  None of that has been expended so she 

asked if this is something that gets done once per year and she asked if they haven’t gotten this 

bill yet.  Fire Marshal Rich Renstrom said they usually get the bill for this from the MDC in July.  

The MDC changed their accounting practices and the RHFD received a bill in January.  An 

inventory of the hydrants was given along with this bill.  The RHFD has been in dispute with the 

MDC about the number of public hydrants that there are versus private ones.  The RHFD is 

being charged for approximately fifty additional private hydrants that they aren’t going to be 

paying for.  He said that he had resubmitted all of the information to the MDC four weeks ago 

and he hasn’t heard back from them.  Chairman Nadine Bell asked Fire Marshal Rich Renstrom 

once this gets resolved if he thinks this will be within the $60,000 and he said yes.  Chairwoman 

Nadine Bell said that she figured there was a reason as to why none of this had been expended 

yet.  Chairwoman Nadine Bell thanked Fire Marshal Rich Renstrom for disputing this with the 

MDC.   

 

Councilor Guy Drapeau referred to how a twelve year apparatus replacement plan has been 

submitted to the Town Manager and he asked if the Committee has a copy of that.  Chief Mike 

Garrahy said he wasn’t sure if they had that yet.  Town Manager Barbara Gilbert said that was 

part of the materials that had been mailed out during the budget.  Councilor Guy Drapeau said he 

had seen a five year apparatus replacement plan but he didn’t see a twelve year one.  Town 

Manager Barbara Gilbert said that was part of all of the information in their budget books.  

Councilor Guy Drapeau asked Chief Mike Garrahy if he had this if he could forward this on to 

him and he said that he would definitely do that.   

 

Councilor Guy Drapeau referred to the fire watch at Wethersfield Cove and how it stated that 

this is billable.  He asked Chief Mike Garrahy if this meant that Wethersfield is being billed and 

he said yes.  Councilor Guy Drapeau said good.  Chief Mike Garrahy said that was for 

Wethersfield’s firework show that was held a couple of weeks ago.  Wethersfield had been all set 

but they sank their harbor boat at the last minute.  That had been the other person who was doing 

a fire watch there so they called the RHFD at the last minute to do something.  Councilor Guy 

Drapeau confirmed that the harbor boat sank and Fire Marshal Rich Renstrom said it capsized.    

 

Councilor Guy Drapeau said he enjoyed looking at the details in the RHFD’s Monthly Report.  

He referred to where it stated about the arcing and shorted electrical equipment on Cromwell 
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Avenue and Rhodes Road and he said this stated 55 hours.  He asked if some details could be 

given on that.  Chief Mike Garrahy said that had been a long duration call and the 55 hours were 

for the Manhours.  He explained that the descriptions are generic ones that come to them through 

the National Fire Incident Reporting System.  He mentioned that that incident had been for a 

pole fire where the primaries were burning.  The RHFD closed the road down with the RHPD.  

The fire couldn’t be extinguished until Northeast Utilities could get there to de-energize the 

primary lines.  The RHFD had been there for quite some time.  He said when three companies 

were added with the manpower that was there and when this was multiplied by the time they 

were there then that is how this came to 55 Manhours.  Councilor Guy Drapeau said okay.  He 

said that he likes the Monthly Report a lot.  Fire Marshal Rich Renstrom said this was the 

summary sheet and he told Councilor Guy Drapeau that the RHFD could give him the actual 

detail sheet but the report would be large.  Councilor Guy Drapeau said he could see the details 

but he likes the explanations and he is sure that the public would too.  Chief Mike Garrahy said 

they will keep this Monthly Report coming this way.  Chairwoman Nadine Bell said great and 

she thanked them very much for putting this together.   

 

Chairwoman Nadine Bell asked if there was anything else from the RHFD other than that their 

issue would be discussed under “Other” this evening.  Chief Mike Garrahy asked Assistant Chief 

Dave Kromas and Fire Marshal Rich Renstrom if they had anything to say.  Assistant Chief 

Dave Kromas said referred to the RHFD’s IT concerns and he said those are being addressed. 

Everything is moving along really good.  Chairwoman Nadine Bell said very good and she told 

Assistant Chief Dave Kromas to let them know if the RHFD needs any further help.  Assistant 

Chief Dave Kromas said definitely and he said they are meeting every other Friday so it is good.  

Chairwoman Nadine Bell said great. 

 

B. Ambulance      

 

Chief Joe Grayeb said there were 113 calls for the month of May.  There were 329 calls for the 

month of May when the calls were combined for Aetna Ambulance and for the RHVAA.  The 

year-to-date total for the ambulance calls in Rocky Hill is a little over 1,500 calls.  Six new 

members have been added to the RHVAA roster so their total is 53 for members.   

 

Chief Joe Grayeb said three scholarship awards were also given out in the month of May.   

 

Councilor Guy Drapeau referred to the 1,500 calls and he asked Chief Joe Grayeb how many of 

those were for the RHVAA.  Chief Joe Grayeb said the RHVAA had 565.  Councilor Guy 

Drapeau confirmed that that would be for the year-to-date and Chief Joe Grayeb said yes.   

 

Councilor Guy Drapeau referred to how six new members were added and he asked Chief Joe 

Grayeb if that would give them another shift.  Chief Joe Grayeb said no.  He said they are hoping 

to fill some of the vacancies that they have on their second ambulance.  They run two 

ambulances during the night and for twenty-four hours on the weekends.  He said they still have 

some gaps.  A lot of people are putting a tremendous amount of hours in individually.  They are 

hoping to lighten the load on them by getting more members in.  Councilor Guy Drapeau 

confirmed that it will still be the same service but just less hours for their volunteers.  Chief Joe 
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Grayeb said that is correct.  He said this will be until they can get enough volunteers to put a 

third ambulance on.   

 

C. Police 

 

Deputy Chief Bill Keehner said the Emergency Dispatch Center handled 2,310 calls for service 

for the month of May.  There were 52 criminal arrests and 41 motor vehicle accidents were 

investigated.  There were 5 arrests for people who were operating under the influence.  Two 

hundred and twenty-seven infractions and 280 warnings were issued.  Thirty Town tickets were 

issued.  These would be municipal citations for parking, etc.  He apologized that he didn’t have a 

training report for them and he said that this is because they are working on getting their training 

tracker back up.  He said that in next month’s training report that the RHPD can include May’s 

and June’s if that would be satisfactory to them.   

 

Deputy Chief Bill Keehner referred to the uniform crime reports.  There was 1 assault.  There 

were 41 Breaches of Peace.  There were 29 larcenies and 7 burglaries.  There were also 3 motor 

vehicle thefts.   

 

Deputy Chief Bill Keehner referred to the RHPD personnel.  They continue having one Police 

Officer on long term light duty due to maternity.  There was another Police Officer who was on 

light duty as well due to a Medical Leave but that Police Officer has since returned to full duty 

this month. 

 

Deputy Chief Bill Keehner referred to some of the accomplishments that the RHPD had during 

the month of May.  They have assigned someone to implement their eCrash System for the 

changeover.  This is a State mandate.  All motor vehicle accident reports will no longer be done 

with pen and paper but these must be done electronically and submitted electronically to the 

State.  They have until the end of this year to do this.  This project is an ongoing one and it is 

continuing to be worked on. 

 

Deputy Chief Bill Keehner said all of the RHPD Police Officers, with one exception, have been 

trained to the level of Emergency Medical Responder.  One of their Police Officers has been 

trained to the level of an EMSI (Emergency Medical Services Instructor) so much of this training 

has been able to be done in-house and this has saved them considerable money seeing they don’t 

have to go to outside vendors for this.   

 

Deputy Chief Bill Keehner said the RHPD had participated in the State and National “Click It or 

Ticket Program” in May.  They were awarded a grant of $3,500 for this.  This was 100% 

reimbursement for the overtime for this program to be run and this was very successful.   

 

Deputy Chief Bill Keehner referred to the patrol activity.  The RHPD conducted 472 motor 

vehicle stops and he said that he had already mentioned the citations.   

 

Deputy Chief Bill Keehner referred to overtime for the month.  There had been 692.5 hours for 

that.  He told the Committee that he had a further breakdown of this if any of them wanted to 

know exactly what these hours were for.  He told them that he could read this information out 
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loud now or he asked if they wanted a copy of this.  Chairwoman Nadine Bell and Councilor 

Guy Drapeau said a copy would be great.   

 

Chairwoman Nadine Bell said she knew that there had been a DUI checkpoint and she asked 

how many arrests were made.  Deputy Chief Bill Keehner said there had been one DUI out of 

that.  Councilor Guy Drapeau referred to the DUI checkpoint and he asked if that was the only 

location where that had been done.  Deputy Chief Bill Keehner said they had one and he 

mentioned again how the RHPD gets grant money from the State to run these.  The RHPD works 

with the four surrounding Towns to regionalize this.  The RHPD had two to three Police Officers 

assigned to this but other Police Officers from other Towns had helped them like the RHPD will 

help those Towns out when they have their DUI checkpoints.  Councilor Guy Drapeau said his 

question was why they chose that location for the DUI checkpoint.  Deputy Chief Bill Keehner 

said there is a lot of through traffic on Cromwell Avenue and it is a highly traveled area.  They 

have had accidents that are DUI related there in the past, as well as past records for arrests for 

those.  Councilor Guy Drapeau said those are good reasons.   

 

VI. OTHER 

 

Chairwoman Nadine Bell turned the meeting over to Chief Mike Garrahy at this point.  Chief 

Mike Garrahy said thank you very much.  He said the RHFD was running into a little problem 

and he wanted to bring this to their attention.  He referred to Fire Marshal Rich Renstrom’s 2005 

Ford Expedition.  Chief Mike Garrahy said there is considerable rot in the frame and radiator 

support, etc.  The body of it is also starting to rot through.  This is characteristic of all Ford 

Expeditions of that age group.  He knows that a lot of these municipalities are taking vehicles 

that are of this nature off the line but he said that they can’t afford to take this off the line.  He 

said that he would like to replace this out of the RHFD’s apparatus funds that are earmarked.  He 

told this Committee that he was bringing this to them for direction.  He has one estimate from 

South End Autobody for a little over $8,000 for the repair for just the frame and the rot.  He 

explained that they also found further rot after that estimate and this will probably have to be 

repaired in the next year or two.  He said that his opinion is that they are probably throwing good 

money into a car that probably won’t give them a lot of life.   

 

Councilor Guy Drapeau said his first thought is that this probably should go to the Finance 

Committee.  They could probably start there so that the Finance Committee can figure out how 

this will get paid for.  He said the second thing would be for them to bring options to the Finance 

Committee.  He mentioned maybe leasing options, as well as what kind of car Fire Marshal Rich 

Renstrom wants.  Councilor Guy Drapeau thought that once this got through the Finance 

Committee that it would go to the Town Council and he asked if that was right.  He was told yes.  

He said these were his thoughts about this matter but he told the RHFD that this Committee 

hears them.  Chief Mike Garrahy asked if he would have to go through the Public Safety 

Committee to get this on the Finance Committee’s agenda and he asked if this action was 

endorsed.  Town Manager Barbara Gilbert said if this was the recommendation of the Public 

Safety Committee that they could do so or otherwise this could go to the Finance Committee 

directly.  Councilor Guy Drapeau said that Town Manager Barbara Gilbert could put this item 

right on the Finance Committee’s agenda.  Chief Mike Garrahy said that he was asking these 

questions because he hadn’t done this before.  Chairwoman Nadine Bell said they could direct 
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this straight to the Finance Committee.  Chief Mike Garrahy asked for this to be put on the next 

Finance Committee’s agenda.  Town Manager Barbara Gilbert said Councilor Cathy Vargas, 

who is the Chairwoman of the Finance Committee, was present this evening so she said that this 

was already noted.  Chief Mike Garrahy said thank you very much.   

 

Chairwoman Nadine Bell asked if there were any other issues.  Town Manager Barbara Gilbert 

told them that she just wanted to update them on one thing.  The Town will be participating in 

the State’s disaster emergency exercise on June 23, 2014.  There will be a Statewide scenario.  

Some Towns will be participating the Saturday before that.  Rocky Hill opted to do this on 

Monday, June 23, 2014 instead of spending any money for overtime.  The scenario will involve a 

hurricane.  She received the paperwork on this today.  She had forwarded this over to Chief Mike 

Custer and Deputy Chief Bill Keehner.  Town Manager Barbara Gilbert said they will get this 

over to the RHFD also.  This is something that is done annually to make sure that the Town is 

prepared.  She told the Committee that this was just a FYI and the Town Council will have no 

involvement with this.  Chairwoman Nadine Bell said thank you very much.   

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Councilor Guy Drapeau made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 p.m.  The motion 

was seconded by Chairwoman Nadine Bell and adopted by those present.  (Councilor Bill 

MacDonald was absent.)     

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jo-Anne Booth 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

   


